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MEMORANDUM FOR: Marv M. Glackin
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SUBJECT: Letter to National Marine. Sanctuary Foundation President Regarding

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funds

Name(s) of Person(s) Requesting Action:
o Ms. Lori Arguelles. President and CEO of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation

Subject/Issues Raised by Personts) Requesting Actionisy:
e National Marine Sanctuary Foundation urges NOAA to suppert the Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries {ONMS) with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds

Major Points in the Response:
»  NOAA's spend plan is currently under review with the Administration. and will be
available online once approved
s The Foundation is thanked for their support

Potential Controversy:
e ONMS is not included in the spend plan. however they can apply under the hubitat
restoration FFO

Other Pertinent Information:
NIA

Coordination: Other than GC coordination. indicate ail NOAA Line/Stait (

LIARTED STAYES INESAmTMENY O35 [DUIMARAR: e

Clearance Official{sy/Line Office(syDate of Clearanceis):

¢ Maureen Wylie, CFO

Contact Person/Information:
e Julie Hite. Budget Outreach and Communication Division U hiell (2023 482-4822
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT DF COMMERCIE
National Oceanic snd Atmospheric Administration
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

March 10, 2009

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mary M. Glackin
Deputy Under Secretary of Commeye for
Oceang and A Here

FROM: /’Maureen

SUBIJECT: Letter to National Marine Sanctuary Foundation President Regarding
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funds

Name(s) of Person(s) Requesting Action:
e Ms. Lori Arguelles, President and CEO of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation

Subject/Issues Raised by Person(s) Requesting Action(s):

e National Marine Sanctuary Foundation urges NOAA to support the Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS) with the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds

Maijor Points in the Response:
s NOAA'’s spend plan is currently under review with the Administration, and will be
available online once approved
e The Foundation is thanked for their support

Potential Controversy:
e ONMS is not included in the spend plan, however they can apply under the habitat
restoration FFO

Other Pertinent Information:
N/A

Coordination: Other than GC coordination, indicate all NOAA Line/Staff Offices consulted:
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Clearance Official(s)/Line Office(s)/Date of Clearance(s):
e Maureen Wylie, CFO

Contact Person/Information:
« Julie Hite, Budget Outreach and Communication Division Chief, (202) 482-4822
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February 24, 2009

Ms. Mary Glackin

Acting Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
14" and Constitution Avenue, NW

Room 5810

Washington, DC 20230

Dear Ms. Glackin:

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, I am
writing to encourage you to use of some of the 2009 economic stimulus funds to support
the important mandates of NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS), one
of the few nationally authorized programs within NOAA. The mission of ONMS is to
protect, conserve, and enhance the National Marine Sanctuary System, which currently
includes13 sanctuaries and one marine national monument (co-managed). These arcas
embody natural and cultural submerged resources in the ocean and Great Lakes that are
deemed of national significance and worthy of permanent protection.

The Office of National Marine Sanctuaries exemplifies the pillars of NOAA’s mission—
science, service, and stewardship. It has matured significantly since its inception with
recent elevation to office level within NOAA, additions to the system, a larger and more
experienced staff, and the creation of a regionalized component to its management
regime. There is no doubt that ONMS is a top candidate to receive funds from the $230
million allocated by Congress for “NOAA operations, research, and facilities to address a
backlog of research, restoration, navigation, conservation and management activities.” In
addition, the infrastructure that supports the work of ONMS is just as critical as its
operations, and it should also be considered a high priority in NOAA’s spending of the
$600 million “for construction and repair of NOAA facilities, ships, and equipment.”

These timely investments in national marine sanctuaries would allow for some necessary
improvements in their management, operations, and facilities, thereby enhancing their
effectiveness in the face of increasing challenges, including climate change. The return
on the investment is several-fold, as they are place-based tools that are useful in
addressing some fundamental problems of the Nation. Particularly, in the case of the
economy, sanctuaries foster tourism, support healthy fishery stocks, provide ocean-
related jobs, and more. Funds used for such projects as building new vessels, visitor
centers, and other infrastructure for sanctuary sites not only support marine conservation,
but they also create jobs for construction workers, engineers, designers, and relevant
partners. This funding could put an injection in the local economies where, for instance,
these boat yards are located, where these potential workers live, and where these new
tools would be put to use.



Even some of the $170 million directed for NOAA to “address critical gaps in climate
modeling and establish climate data records for continuing research into the cause, effects
and ways to mitigate climate change” could be well spent in sanctuaries. Sanctuaries
help reduce the impacts of climate change on local ecosystems by acting as sentinel sites
that help reduce other stressors on those areas, making them more resilient. In addition,
the research and monitoring taking place in the sanctuaries provide valuable information
about the changes happening in our ocean, which helps determine how to counteract and
adapt to such changes.

We understand that these are tough economic times, and thus the need for such a stimulus
package as this. We also recognize that NOAA as a whole has been underfunded for
quite some time now. Therefore, we think an appropriate investment of limited funds
would be the most effective means of getting a worthy return. There are many reasons,
some of which we have laid out here, as to why NOAA would be best served by making
such investments in the work done by the Office of National Marine Sanctuaries.

Thank you for your sincere consideration of this request. I look forward to working
together as we continue to champion NOAA’s efforts.

With highest regards

Lori Arguelles
President & CEO

8t

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi

Congresswoman Lois Capps, National Marine Sanctuary Caucus Co-Chair
Congresswoman lleana Ros-Lehtinen, National Marine Sanctuary Caucus Co-Chair
Congressman Sam Farr, House Oceans Caucus Co-Chair

Congressman Jay Inslee, House Oceans Caucus Co-Chair

Congressman Vernon Ehlers, House Oceans Caucus Co-Chair

Mr. Rick Wade, Chief of Staff, Department of Commerce
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MAR 17 2009

Ms. Lori Arguelles

President and CEO

National Marine Sanctuary Foundation
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 501

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Dear Ms. Arguelles:

Thank you for your letter and interest in the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (ONMS). We appreciate the National Marine
Sanctuary Foundation’s continued efforts and support on behalf of NOAA and the ONMS.

The National Marine Sanctuary System continues to be a model for success in protecting,
conserving, and managing our oceans natural and cultural resources. Within NOAA, the ONMS
sets an example with its continued growth and maturity with its management system, science-
based decision making, and its extensive education and outreach.

NOAA has developed a spend plan for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
funds, which is under review by the Administration. The plan will be available, once approved,
at www.noaa.eov/recovery. NOAA is working hard to meet the guidelines set forth by Congress
and the Administration. We will execute these funds with complete transparency and
accountability.

Thank you for your continued support of NOAA's programs.

Sincerely,

Mary M.
Deputy Under Secretary
for Oceans and Atmosphere




