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The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation inspires  

and empowers people to enjoy and protect our ocean  

through preservation, protection, and the promotion  

of an ocean ethic within national marine sanctuaries.
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From the Chairman of the Board

Thirty years ago in Johnstone Strait, British Columbia, I was riding the wind with three friends in a 16-foot inflatable  
boat crammed with camera gear. Orcas had swept us into their pod, porpoising alongside the boat. Calves we had 
met two years before were growing up. Mischievous juveniles were still causing trouble. We were with our friends. 
Everything, it seemed, was perfect. We had traveled with them for miles by the time the sun began to disappear 
behind Vancouver Island. As we turned the boat around, we were struck by a strong cold wind from the north. 
Pounding through wind waves we were joyfully riding moments before, we inched our way toward the black 
horizon. A strut broke and the outboard began to shift dangerously on the transom. Each wave left gallons of water  
in the boat and we were soon holding on to camera cases so they wouldn’t wash away.

I am often reminded of that day by people’s complacent attitude toward the crisis we are facing in the sea.  
Many continue to ride the swell of the ocean’s bounty, blissfully unaware of disappearing species and decimated  
ecosystems, then pat themselves on the back for fashionable and woefully ineffective conservation efforts.

We eventually made it back to camp that afternoon, cold and battered, but with a chance to make better choices  
in the future. Unfortunately, the sea is rapidly running out of chances. The storm is coming. We must act now.

National marine sanctuaries are one of our best tools to affect meaningful ocean conservation. The National Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation is here to support them. Please join us.

Bob Talbot, Chairman, Board of Trustees

From the President & CEO

I would like to express my excitement, honor, and humility in joining the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation.  
The opportunity to lead the Foundation as it looks to enter its second decade is at once, a challenging, daunting,  
and exhilarating one.  

Much of my own 20-year career has been dedicated to marine resource conservation, in the Administration, on 
Capitol Hill, internationally, and with for-profit and non-profit organizations. This diverse experience gives me the 
perspective to appreciate just how unique and successful the Foundation has been over its short history.  And it  
has given me the insight to appreciate why. It is the strength of our mission; the talent and dedication of our small 
staff; and most of all, the commitment of people like you.       

Notwithstanding our achievements, we cannot afford to be complacent. The challenges in protecting our ocean, 
coasts, and Great Lakes are now greater and more complex than ever. Indeed, it can seem almost impossible to know 
where to begin in protecting the more than 70 percent of our Earth that makes up our marine environment.  Yet 
our priorities are clear: we begin with those places that have already been identified as the most unique, the most 
special and the most important places across U.S. waters—our national marine sanctuaries. And our programs are 
diverse and far-reaching: advocacy, awareness, education, and conservation – the themes highlighted in this annual 
report – reinforce each other, creating meaningful and lasting results. My goal is to nurture and strengthen our 
current programs, and to complement them across local, national, and international levels.  

Your support of the Foundation has been instrumental to our success in strengthening the sanctuary system and 
promoting broader marine conservation.  I very much look forward to building on the successes of the past to fulfill  
our aspirations for the future of the ocean.

Jason M. Patlis, President & CEO



National marine sanctuaries provide unique and powerful recognition for particular places set aside 
for their special biological, ecological, cultural, or historical values. They serve to focus our efforts in 
addressing the myriad of complex challenges facing our world’s ocean. 

The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation was created to support and strengthen the national 
network of marine sanctuaries established by the U.S. Congress and managed by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). By supporting the protection of these places in 
the Pacific, Atlantic, Gulf of Mexico, and Great Lakes, the Foundation seeks to more broadly promote 
conservation of ocean resources.  

Numerous studies have concluded that the marine environment has become seriously degraded 
by human actions such as overfishing, pollution, and coastal development, and these problems 
will only become magnified as the world’s climate continues to change. While there is general 
agreement that something must be done to mitigate these effects, there is still too much talk and 
too little action with respect to the specific steps to address these very serious issues. Our unique 
role is to focus our efforts on increasing protection and awareness of national marine sanctuaries. 
Sanctuaries serve many important roles in ocean conservation: they serve as sentinel sites for 
resource monitoring and protection; they serve as living laboratories and hands-on classrooms for 
research and outreach; and they serve as models for connecting stakeholders and partners through 
cooperative co-management and compatible uses to reduce the harmful impacts of that usage.   

Placing our ocean at the top of the environmental agenda for federal policymakers is one of the 
Foundation’s main goals, and we do it beginning with national marine sanctuaries. The Foundation 
works diligently to increase federal resources for national marine sanctuaries and to focus attention 
on key pieces of legislation affecting sanctuaries, including the long overdue reauthorization of 
the National Marine Sanctuaries Act. Through sanctuaries, the Foundation seeks to promote sound 
ocean policies that improve resource protection, strengthen scientific understanding, facilitate 
partnerships, and enhance ocean governance. Through our efforts, national leaders become better 
equipped to make informed and coordinated decisions that can improve the overall health and 
sustainability of the ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes ecosystems now and for the future.

Connecting Policymakers to Ocean Issues Advocacy1-2

“Our marine resources are in danger— 

with potentially severe consequences for  

our economy and national security.” 
Dr. Jane Lubchenco, NOAA Administrator 
Capitol Hill Ocean Week Keynote Address



Connecting Policymakers to Ocean Issues

Capitol Hill Ocean Week 2009
One of the prime tools that we use to educate policymakers on current ocean  
issues is the Foundation’s signature program, the annual Capitol Hill Ocean Week  
(CHOW) symposium, a neutral forum where diverse stakeholders exchange information  
about the key issues affecting the health of our ocean and its resources.  Only by bringing 
all ocean users to the table—where those from the world of conservation share the table 
with those from government, science, industry, and recreation—can scientifically sound 
and mutually acceptable ocean policies be established.  

Scheduled to coincide with World Ocean Day each year, the 2009 symposium was held 
June 9 through June 11.  The theme was “The BLUE Economy: Understanding the Ocean’s 
Role in Our Nation’s Financial Future,” which highlighted the inextricable link between the 
ocean and America’s economy.  The keynote address was delivered by the new NOAA 
Administrator, marine biologist Dr. Jane Lubchenco, who reiterated the urgent need for 
intervention to counteract the serious threats to America’s marine resources.  Sessions 
covered a wide spectrum of economic-related topics, including energy, travel and tourism, 
agriculture, and even pharmaceuticals. 

Another important forum during Capitol Hill Ocean Week is the Foundation’s annual 
Leadership Awards Dinner, which is an occasion for the Foundation to honor leaders 
in marine conservation. More importantly, the dinner allows ocean stakeholders to 
continue the dialogue initiated at the symposium, making the connections that help 
move ocean policy forward.

Capitol Hill Ocean Week has become the premier venue to highlight national ocean 
policy.  Bookending our symposium was the June 8 release of the first-ever national 
level report on U.S. ocean and coastal economies by the National Ocean Economics 
Program, and President Barack Obama’s June 12 establishment of the Interagency 
Ocean Policy Task Force. This group is tasked with developing a recommendation 
for national ocean policy that ensures protection, maintenance, and restoration 
of our ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes, as well as recommending a framework for 
improved public stewardship and effective zoning and usage of coastal and marine 
areas—known as marine spatial planning, a concept building momentum in ocean 
conservation and management.

What began as a one-day event in 
2001 has blossomed into a must-
attend event with more than 500 
participants. The Foundation will 
continue to use the symposium to 
encourage changes in how national 
leaders develop ocean policies. We 
encourage ocean stakeholders and 
decision-makers to put June 8-10, 
2010 on their calendars for next year’s 
Capitol Hill Ocean Week, highlighting 
a decade of Foundation support of 
effective national ocean policies.

Capitol Hill Ocean Week  
2009 Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor
Pacific Life
Co-Hosts
NOAA National Marine  
Fisheries Service
NOAA Navigation Services Offices
NOAA Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research
Stewards
American Petroleum Institute
Center for Ocean Solutions
Monterey Bay Aquarium
NOAA Coral Reef  
Conservation Program
NOAA National Ocean Service
NOAA Oceans and  
Human Health Initiative
Ocean Conservancy
The Ocean Foundation
U.S. Regional Fishery 
Management Councils
Conservationists
Gulf of Mexico Alliance
NOAA Satellite and  
Information Services
U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency
Benefactors
Keith Campbell Foundation  
for the Environment
Mote Scientific Foundation
National Ocean Industries 
Association
Noblis
SeaWeb
Friends
Northrop Grumman
Contributors
Coastal States Organization
Consortium for Ocean Leadership
JHT, Inc.
Joint Ocean Commission Initiative
The Nature Conservancy
World Wildlife Fund
Leadership Awards Dinner
Constellation Energy
Clancy Environmental Consultants
National Geographic Society
Shell Exploration and  
Production Company

U.S. Congressman Nick Rahall speaks to the need for 
better marine policies at the session “Charting the 
Course: Enacting a National Ocean Policy.”

Capitol Hill Ocean Week 
www.NMSFocean.org/capitol-hill-ocean-week-2009Connect to >>

NOAA Administrator Dr. Jane Lubchenco delivers the 
keynote address at Capitol Hill Ocean Week 2009.

U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse makes remarks at the 
session “Marine Spatial Planning: The Science, Business, 
and Policy Case.”

The NMSF Leadership Awards Dinner is an important part of Capitol Hill Ocean Week that 
brings together distinguished leaders in ocean conservation, including Dr. Richard Spinrad, 
Assistant Administrator for NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, Dr. Bob 
Ballard, NMSF Trustee Emeritus and recipient of the 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award,  
and Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher, USN (Ret), former NOAA Administrator.
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Since its inception at the turn of the twenty-first century, one of the primary goals of the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation has been to increase the visibility of national marine sanctuaries, 
encouraging public stewardship of marine and Great Lakes resources by connecting people with 
these special places. The Foundation seeks to develop strategic opportunities that will increase 
recognition of the National Marine Sanctuary System.

By connecting people to national marine sanctuaries, the Foundation works to promote and activate 
an ocean stewardship ethic, which motivates behavioral changes in key issue areas, through unique 
opportunities designed to increase ocean literacy. An ocean literate public is one that makes a 
personal connection to the ocean, truly understanding the ocean’s influence on them and their 
communities and is ever-mindful of human impacts on marine resources. 

In its quest to develop greater public awareness about the ocean and Great Lakes, and about 
national marine sanctuaries in particular, the Foundation engages in ongoing relationships with both  
public and private partners, including other non-profit organizations and corporations. While the 
Foundation fosters many projects designed to promote better awareness of our marine resources,  
primary focus is on projects that target specific populations, reduce the introduction of marine 
debris into the ocean, and engage people through interactive exhibits and multi-media projects.

Connecting People to Sanctuaries Awareness5-6

“people will protect what they love.” 
Jacques - Yves Cousteau
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Monterey Bay National Marine  
Sanctuary Exploration Center
Each year, four million tourists visit the famous Beach Boardwalk in Santa Cruz,  
California, on the shores of the Monterey Bay, but most are likely unaware that they are  
walking along one of the most productive coastal and marine areas in the world. Monterey  
Bay National Marine Sanctuary is bigger than Yellowstone and Yosemite National Parks  
combined and is America’s largest national marine sanctuary—home to 33 species of 
marine mammals, 94 species of sea birds, 345 species of fishes, and the nation’s largest kelp 
forest. To inform visitors of this remarkable place under the water, and to help inspire visitors 
to care for this and similar places, the Foundation has embarked on a $3 million campaign  
to support the development of state-of-the-art exhibits for the planned Monterey Bay 
National Marine Sanctuary Exploration Center in Santa Cruz. 

Overlooking the ocean at the intersection of the 
Beach Boardwalk and the Santa Cruz Wharf, the new 
Exploration Center is envisioned to include dynamic, 
multi-media exhibits for children and adults, including 
a theater with real-time, interactive underwater video 
and technologically advanced classroom space 
for education programs. With proper funding, the 
Exploration Center can become the gateway to the 
unique and diverse ecosystems of the Monterey 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary, featuring hands-on, 
interactive displays that bring fundamental concepts 
about the ocean to life for visitors.

The Exploration Center will be a fun, dynamic addition to the attractions that line the Santa 
Cruz coastline, fostering a sense of stewardship that encourages all visitors there to make 
informed, responsible decisions about the land-based actions that impact ocean life. From 
central California’s school children to the tourist crowd, the Exploration Center will inspire 
curiosity in the sea beyond the beach, and create a new era of ocean protectors that enjoy 
and take pride in their sanctuary, ensuring its existence for many generations to come. 

Empire State Building Shines  
the Light on Ocean Protection
One of the most recognizable buildings in America—and across the world —is New York 
City’s Empire State Building. There is truly no bigger platform on land to help connect 
people to their ocean. On June 8, 2009, the Empire State Building was illuminated in blue 
to celebrate World Ocean Day and national marine sanctuaries. World Ocean Day, the day 
set aside to remind us that three-quarters of our planet is water, was chosen to highlight 
the important role the ocean plays in our lives—from the air we breathe, to the food we 
eat, to the medicines that heal us—and the need for all of us to protect it.

The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation orchestrated the lighting  
of the Empire State Building to literally “turn the light bulb  
on” for the world that we all can, and must, act now  
to protect our ocean resources. By shining a light  
on the problems, like overfishing, pollution,  
trash in the ocean, and climate change, that  
are devastating the world’s ocean, the  
Foundation hopes to motivate Americans  
to properly dispose of trash and recycle,  
avoid pouring chemicals or oil down  
sewer drains, and join local efforts  
and groups that support ocean  
conservation—like the NMSF!

New York City’s Empire State Building 
illuminated with blue lights on World 
Ocean Day.

Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary Exploration Center 
Leadership Team

Ted J. Balestreri, CEO,  
Cannery Row Company

Charles Canfield, CEO,  
Santa Cruz Seaside Company

Ceil Cirillo, Director (retired),  
City of Santa Cruz Re-Development

Dan Haifley, Executive Director, 
O’Neill Sea Odyssey

Tom Honig, Sr. Executive, 
Armanasco Public Relations

Fred Keeley, Treasurer  
County of Santa Cruz 
Frans Lanting, National  
Geographic Wildlife Photographer,  
The Frans Lanting Studio

Cynthia Mathews, Mayor,  
City of Santa Cruz

Harriet Mitteldorf, President,  
Vital Spark Foundation

Bob Talbot, Acclaimed Film 
Producer, Talbot Productions

Jim Weisenstein, CEO,  
Graystone Consulting 

Visitors to the MBNMS Exploration Center in Santa Cruz will be able 
to see real-time underwater video in the wide screen theater.

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Exploration Center 
www.montereybay.noaa.gov/sec/welcome.htmlConnect to >>
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Partnering with Disney and the  
Ad Council to Keep Oceans Clean
This past year, the Keep Oceans Clean campaign continued to inspire audiences to 
prevent pollution before it can harm the ocean, the result of an exciting partnership 
between the Walt Disney Company, the Ad Council, and the National Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation. This phase of the campaign featured characters from the  
Walt Disney movie The Little Mermaid: Ariel’s Beginnings, who encouraged us all to  
learn more about what we can do to help keep the ocean clean through web ads, 
outdoor advertising, and TV and radio Public Service Announcements that drove 
traffic to the campaign web site.

Taking a ‘trickle-up’ approach, the campaign 
targeted kids ages 2 through 12 with the idea that 
their parents would help them use the games and 
interpret the information on the web site, providing 
opportunities for the campaign’s messages of 
recycling and disposing of trash properly to reach 
adults as well. While the campaign garnered more 
than $33 million in donated advertising and public 
relations support, including more than 21 million 
visits to the web site, the real success is shown in 
the changes in attitudes of the people impacted by 
campaign messages. Surveys used to evaluate the 
campaign showed nearly three-quarters stating 
they understood that recycling and proper trash 
disposal can help the ocean, with more than half of 
the kids who participated stating that protecting 
the ocean is very important to them.

Continuing our  
Mission to Connect  
People to Sanctuaries
Other important opportunities arose throughout the year that  
helped the Foundation expand awareness of national marine sanctuaries.  
Building the recognition of the National Marine Sanctuary System’s lovable mascot,  
sea lion Sanctuary Sam, in April 2009, the Foundation participated in Lifetime Fitness  
Centers’ Family Earth Day event, targeted to more than 3 million Lifetime Fitness 
members. While the Family Earth Day event was a nationwide effort, Sanctuary Sam  
made appearances at Lifetime Fitness Centers in Columbia, Maryland, and Fairfax,  
Virginia, handing out thousands of activity booklets to kids from the Ocean Guardian  
Kids Club project, as well as goodies from the Keep Oceans Clean campaign. 

PBS’s Journey to Planet Earth is one of the most successful environmental television 
series ever, with more than 75 million viewers worldwide. The Foundation was pleased 
to support the development of the episode “The State of the Planet’s Oceans,” narrated 
by actor Matt Damon. The film investigated the health and sustainability of the world’s 
oceans, in part by featuring an area of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary called 

the Dry Tortugas Reserve, known as a modern success story in  
ocean protection and conservation. 

The work of NMSF-funded grantees continued to help us spread the 
word about ocean conservation, primarily through projects funded 
as part of the Foundation’s Ernest F. Hollings Ocean Awareness 
Trust Fund. Several projects originally funded in 2007 came to full 
fruition this year, including the Kai Palaoa project, a CD featuring 
a compilation of ocean-themed music by some of Hawaii’s finest 
musicians, benefitting marine conservation programs for kids in  
the Hawaiian Islands.

The NMSF Online: Become a fan on 
Facebook or follow us on Twitter

In the coming years, the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation will 
pursue more strategic partnership 
opportunities to promote ocean 
conservation and national marine 
sanctuaries, and will reopen its 
Ernest F. Hollings Ocean Awareness 
Trust Fund to support the work of 
other organizations that seek to 
fulfill similar missions. Meanwhile, 
the Foundation will expand our 
constituency through online 
social networking opportunities 
and an expanded web presence, 
positioning our web site as a 
dynamic one-stop portal for 
sanctuary system updates and 
natural and cultural ocean  
resource conservation.  

“The State of the Planet’s Oceans” explores the fragile relationship 
between people and the ocean world, emphasizing issues affecting 
marine preserves, fisheries, and coastal ecosystems.

Disney characters encourage us to keep the 
ocean clean on one of the campaign posters.

Ariel and Friends at the Keep Oceans Clean campaign 
www.KeepOceansClean.orgConnect to >> The Kai Palaoa Project 

www.hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.govConnect to >>

Sanctuary Sam is the National Marine Sanctuary 
System’s answer to Smokey the Bear, helping 
spread awareness about the importance of 
America’s underwater national parks.



For many, the ocean is vast and distant, and seems unaffected by actions in our daily lives. However, 
our actions have very real impacts on local shores, as well as on distant open waters and faraway 
coastlines. Understanding critical issues such as habitat loss, urban runoff, unsustainable fishing, 
marine debris, and climate change is key to modifying the behaviors that create these problems. 
To address the urgent need for citizen participation in coastal and ocean protection, the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation supports several education projects in partnership with the Office of 
National Marine Sanctuaries, other NOAA offices, and other important partners, as well as through 
its own Ernest F. Hollings Ocean Awareness Trust Fund grants. 

Teaching ocean science in formal education settings like school classrooms or in more informal 
venues like aquaria and field experiences is important to developing a more ocean literate public. 
Concepts taught in the classroom and brought to life through more informal experiences can pique 
a lifelong passion for the ocean world in a student, and even inspire them to pursue ocean and 
science-related careers. 

A new generation of ocean stewards can be inspired through effective classroom and real-world 
learning that focuses on humans’ relationships to and dependence on the ocean. The Foundation 
believes that neither socio-economic status, nor race, nor language, should prevent students 
from experiencing and learning about the ocean. Sanctuaries are outstanding living laboratories 
that can only add to the understanding and appreciation of concepts taught in the classroom. 
The Foundation fosters innovative programs that enhance the field of marine science education 
through traditional and non-traditional mechanisms, using the power of partnerships as a pathway 
to success in reaching the ultimate goal of connecting both students and teachers to our nation’s 
underwater treasures.

Connecting Students and Teachers to the Ocean education11-12

“We shall require a substantially new  

manner of thinking if mankind is to survive.” 
Albert Einstein



Connecting Students and Teachers to the Ocean

One World. One ocean.
On September 11, 2001, a group of students and teachers on their way to a  
field study at Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary tragically perished  
aboard American Airlines Flight 77 that struck the Pentagon. From that tragedy, a new  
idea was born—an international, marine science, student exchange program designed  
to foster cultural understanding through the study of the ocean and how it connects us all. 

Eight years later, the Ocean for Life program came to fruition 
as an innovative, international educational collaboration that 
provides high-quality, immersive ocean field studies and 
education programs to high school students from Western and 
Greater Middle Eastern countries. The 2009 project included 
two-week field studies at either the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary or at the central California sanctuaries 
(Cordell Bank, Gulf of the Farallones, and Monterey Bay). A 
portion of the experience was also conducted in Washington, 
D.C. National Geographic photographers and American 
University film students helped the participants create 
multimedia projects that documented what they learned. 
The films and photos created by Ocean for Life participants 
are a tool to promote ocean conservation and cultural 
understanding with their friends, families, and communities 
back home. In total, 57 students from 14 different countries 
participated in the pilot year, setting a strong foundation to 
develop the program in the future.

The Foundation worked with project partners including NOAA’s Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Studies, the GLOBE (Global Learning and 
Observations to Benefit the Environment) Program, and SCUBAnauts International, and collaborated 
with the Meridian International Center and other supporters. Many thanks to the EllMar Foundation, 
Inc. as well as to Able Body Labor Company, for their outstanding financial support of the Ocean for 
Life program, helping students become better stewards of their local environment and strengthen 
the links between the communities and cultures of their fellow participants.

The Ocean, Brought to You by the Internet
A high regard is placed upon educational efforts that are innovative 
and incorporate burgeoning technological capabilities, exposing 
students and teachers not only to marine science, but also enhancing 
their understanding and familiarity with technology. The Internet has 
become a powerful tool, allowing educational programs to reach 
exponentially more users than a single site program. OceanLIVE!, 
a national education program of the Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries that is supported by the NMSF, harnesses the power of 
state-of-the-art, advanced communications technologies to bring the 
underwater world of the ocean and Great Lakes above the surface for 
those who might not otherwise get to experience it.

The OceanLIVE! program’s capstone is a marine science web portal that educates people of all  
ages about the ocean and national marine sanctuaries through links to live video and special  
content. Thanks to a grant from the American Petroleum Institute, the OceanLIVE.org site has  
received upgrades that include the ability to offer streaming video, bringing NOAA research  
missions in national marine sanctuaries to life for students across the  
world. In fact, generous support from the AT&T Foundation will  
allow OceanLIVE! to play an integral role in the planned 2010  
mission to the Aquarius underwater research laboratory,  
which will bring to light the serious impacts of global  
climate change on coral reef ecosystems like the  
Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, where  
the Aquarius habitat is located. Students across  
the country, including at select inner-city  
schools, will be able to see and talk to the  
Aquanauts (Aquarius mission divers) live in  
real time using the OceanLIVE! technology.

Students explore the ocean in the comfort of their 
school library by participating in an OceanLIVE! 
interactive broadcast.

Ocean for Life  
Class of 2009  
Student Countries

Armenia
Australia
Bahrain
Canada
Denmark
Egypt
France
Jordan
Lebanon
Morocco
Norway
Pakistan
Saudi Arabia
United States

The Ocean for Life program fosters cross-cultural learning, appreciation, 
and lasting experiences between students of different cultures. Students 
from ten countries participated in the Florida Keys field study.

Ocean for Life student projects
www.OceanForLife.orgConnect to >>
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Connecting Students and Teachers to the Ocean

Reaching Out to  
Underserved Communities
Long-term conservation success depends on the commitment of all local communities 
and residents. In California, MERITO, a unique educational initiative in sanctuaries, targets 
the state’s fastest growing ethnic community: Hispanics. The MERITO (Multicultural 
Education for Resource Issues Threatening Oceans) initiative helps educate California’s 
underserved students and their teachers about Earth and ocean science, key ocean 
threats, and the concept of stewardship using national marine sanctuaries as a natural 
classroom. The program provides bilingual conservation education, inquiry-based 
field experiences, and hands-on coastal monitoring and restoration programs for 
local teachers, after-school program leaders, and Hispanic and other students from 
underserved public schools and extended learning programs located near Channel 
Islands and Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuaries. The MERITO program also 
includes adult education and community outreach.

In July 2009, the regional MERITO program was presented at the National NOAA 
Bay-Watershed Education and Training Conference in Washington, D.C.  A template 
environmental education program to reach multicultural audiences, MERITO was  
lauded for its ability to breach cultural and socio-economic barriers and integrate 
evaluation methods in every phase of the program. 

The MERITO program has served thousands of students and teachers since its inception, 
but this valuable educational program is in danger of ending due to lack of funds.  
	T he National Marine Sanctuary Foundation is diligently working with the 
	C hannel Islands and Monterey Bay sanctuaries to secure stable funding 
	 for the program. Without it, we will be passing by an important 
	 opportunity to create new ocean stewards at a time when 
	 our ocean is most in peril. 

Other Opportunities to Support  
Marine Science Education

The Foundation has also been working in support of 
the Ocean Guardian Kids Club, a program that began in 
Hawaii as a contest to help instill a sense of connection 
to the ocean and coral reef ecosystems. The Kids Club 
and contest offers children nationwide in grades K-8 the 
chance to explore the Hawaiian Islands, allowing them 
to express their understanding of the ocean through 
the creation of poetry, a short story, or visual art. The 
Foundation is also helping with another phase of the

Ocean Guardian program in California, which will offer scores of small grants for California 
schools to implement community-based conservation projects which foster a better 
understanding of the ocean ecosystem.

The Foundation will continue to develop and foster educational programs that help contribute 
to the long-term, sustainable protection of our nation’s watersheds, coastal habitats, ocean, 
and especially sanctuaries, led by educated and engaged students who will be the next 
generation of ocean stewards. The Foundation will support the development of the next 
round of Ocean for Life, tentatively scheduled for the summer of 2011, once an evaluation of 
the pilot program and continuing educational opportunities for the 2009 cohort is complete.

The Foundation looks forward to the development of 
the Aquarius mission, slated for October 2010, and the 
abilities of the redesigned and upgraded OceanLIVE! web 
portal. MERITO will remain one of the Foundation’s top 
priorities, as we seek to establish stable funding for this 
important education program.

At the 2009 Leadership Awards Dinner, Marshall Criser III (l), President  
of AT&T Florida, presents a check for $100,000 to NMSF Vice President  
Joy Williams (r), a connection made possible through Rep. Ileana  
Ros-Lehtinen, represented by District Chief of Staff Debbie Zimmerman (c). 

Students participate in a field study as part of Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary’s MERITO education program.

Fourth grade students of Santa Barbara City restoring the banks 
of Sycamore Creek as part of their field experiences with the 
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary MERITO Program.

The MERITO Initiative
www.channelislands.noaa.gov/edu/merito.html
www.montereybay.noaa.gov/educate/merito

Connect to >> Aquarium Alliance Workshops
www.oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/development/onsite_development.htmlConnect to >>

Learning Ocean Science 
Through Ocean Exploration 

The Foundation also provides 
professional development 
opportunities for educators by 
continuing its long standing 
agreement with NOAA’s Office 
of Exploration and Research 
to facilitate the Learning 
Ocean Science Through Ocean 
Exploration program. This 
program creates alliances with 
aquaria across the nation to 
provide at least two annual 
workshops for teachers that 
help them incorporate marine 
science lessons into their 
classrooms. 
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Life on Earth is dependent on the ocean and its resources. The ocean provides food, transportation, 
energy, medicine, recreation, employment, and even oxygen.  Conserving and protecting our ocean 
resources is of vital importance, not just to America, but to the world.  However, ocean life is not static; 
it is ever-changing, moving from place to place, feeding in one place, spawning in another, migrating 
along ocean currents, coral reefs, and coastal areas. Given that, how do we know what makes a part 
of the ocean special or unique, worthy of protection as a sanctuary?  Scientific research helps inform 
us about the conservation needs of places in the ocean and the state of existing sanctuaries. 

Ranging in size from less than one square mile to 137,792 square miles, each site in the sanctuary 
system is a distinctive place needing special protections. The primary objective of a sanctuary is 
to protect its natural and cultural resources, which is balanced with allowing people to use and 
enjoy the ocean in a sustainable way. The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation helps protect 
these unique and special ocean places by supporting NOAA efforts, including the development of 
management plans, species research, and habitat conservation, to ensure effective governance of 
existing sanctuaries. The Foundation also champions additions to the system as appropriate places 
are identified, and works to create a greater level of comfort and engagement on the part of the 
constituents of the National Marine Sanctuary System. Together, these efforts can help build the 
momentum to expand the role of these special marine places, and help the entire system become 
more effective and far-reaching.
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“Knowledge of the oceans is more than a matter  

of curiosity. our very survival may hinge upon it.” 
President John F. Kennedy



Connecting the Science to the Place

Honoring Those Who  
Advance Conservation 
Recognizing that we are not alone in our mission to preserve and protect the ocean, the 
Foundation takes advantage of the prestigious audience present at our annual Leadership 
Awards Dinner to recognize and promote national and regional leaders in conservation.  
The Foundation traditionally honors three outstanding individuals with our Leadership  
Award, Lifetime Achievement Award, and Volunteer of the Year Award.

Madeleine Z. Bordallo, 2009 Leadership Award
The Leadership Award honors a Member of Congress who has shown 
exceptional leadership in progressing ocean policy legislation. In 
2009, Delegate Madeleine Z. Bordallo of Guam, sponsor of more than 
83 bills that would create laws to protect our ocean resources, was 
selected for her major leadership role in support of ocean conservation. 
As chairwoman of the formerly named Subcommittee on Fisheries, 
Wildlife, and Oceans of the House Committee on Natural Resources, 
she convened oversight and legislative hearings on the National 
Marine Sanctuaries Act and was a proponent of its reauthorization in

the 110th Congress. Congresswoman Bordallo is also an active member of the National Marine 
Sanctuary Caucus, and Speaker Nancy Pelosi has recognized the importance of Bordallo’s work, 
asking her to continue her service with the House Committee on Natural Resources.

Bob Ballard, 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award
It is often said that the sea is our last frontier. No ocean explorer has 
been a greater pioneer of that frontier than famed explorer Dr. Bob 
Ballard, and that is why the Foundation selected him as the recipient 
of its 2009 Lifetime Achievement Award. Best known for his 1985 
discovery of the wreckage of the Titanic, Dr. Ballard wears many 
hats, including oceanographer, explorer, scientist, communicator, 
and teacher, and is also an Explorer in Residence with the National 
Geographic Society and a Trustee Emeritus of the National Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation.

Dr. Ballard shares his passion for ocean exploration with school children through his Institute for 
Exploration, bringing thousands of students on interactive expeditions to explore deepwater 
mysteries through the innovative JASON project and through telepresence technology with 
Immersion Presents. Through these projects, Dr. Ballard inspires thousands of students to love 
science and technology, and to become the new generation of explorers on the ocean frontier.

Josh Churchman, 2009 Volunteer of the Year
The NMSF Volunteer of the Year is a person who has made a significant 
contribution to a national marine sanctuary through selfless service. 
In 2009, Josh Churchman, a commercial fisherman from Bolinas, 
California, was selected for his contributions to Cordell Bank National 
Marine Sanctuary. Josh Churchman is an example of someone who 
protects what he loves; who requires the ocean to be healthy and 
productive as a matter of livelihood. 

He was selected from among 16 other nominees for his work with 
submersible surveys, locating harmful marine debris in the sanctuary,

and providing the use of his own boat to conduct important marine life surveys and an 
albatross tagging program. A charter member of the Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary 
Advisory Council, Churchman was also an integral part of implementing California’s Marine Life 
Protection Act. He advocates for sustainable fishing practices and by-catch reduction at Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council meetings, and is an important ambassador to the commercial 
fishing community, encouraging fellow fishermen to be responsible stewards of the ocean.

Sustainable Seafood 
Overfishing has caused such a tremendous decrease in major populations of fish and other 
types of seafood that the implementation of better sustainable seafood practices cannot wait. 
While the issue of sustainable seafood is certainly a hot topic in marine conservation today, four 
renowned chefs tackled the issue with gusto at the 2009 Leadership Awards Dinner by preparing  
a special four-course menu, highlighting the importance of conserving our ocean resources  
by consuming only sustainable species. Michele Richard of Citronelle and Central, Todd Gray  
of Equinox, Ris Lacoste of ris, and Xavier Deshayes from the Ronald Reagan Building  
and International Trade Center donated their creative talents to support greater  
awareness of ocean issues. Dinner guests were treated to a short film by marine  
cinematographer and NMSF Board Chairman Bob Talbot, designed to inspire  
individual actions to protect ocean and Great Lakes resources.

Also as part of its sustainable seafood initiative, the Foundation, in partnership  
with SeaWeb, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, and the Smithsonian  
Museum of Natural History, presented a forum on March 2, 2009 in  
Washington, D.C. for professional chefs titled, “Sustainable Seafood:  
What Is It and How Does It Affect My Bottom Line?”

The roasted prawns served as the appetizer at the Leadership Awards Dinner is considered 
sustainable because it was farmed with sustainable aquaculture practices.

Sustainable Seafood Information:  www.nmfs.noaa.gov/fishwatch/ 
www.seafoodwatch.org and www.sheddaquarium.org/right_bite.htmlConnect to >>

Sustainable Seafood Goals 

The goal of our sustainable 
seafood initiative is to educate 
chefs about the benefits of 
adopting sustainable seafood 
practices in their restaurants, 
and motivating consumers 
to choose restaurants and 
purveyors that use only 
sustainable seafood. The 
Foundation partners with both 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium on 
their Seafood Watch program 
and with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service on their 
FishWatch program to help 
encourage the public to make 
sustainable seafood choices.
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The activities of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation aren’t possible without the financial 
support of people like you who believe in our mission and look to us as partners in improving ocean 
and Great Lakes conservation.

Make a difference by making a general donation to the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation.  
As a donor to NMSF, you will receive a subscription to Sanctuary Watch, a quarterly publication 
with photos and stories from national marine sanctuaries, and a bi-monthly e-newsletter from the 
Foundation. Here’s how:

Online. Make a donation to a specific program or campaign, or make a general contribution.  
For fast, secure donations by credit card via PayPal, visit www.NMSFocean.org.

By Check. Simply use the envelope provided in this report to mail a check made payable to the 
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation.

At Work. Many companies will fully or partially match charitable gifts made by their employees. 
Check with your employer to find out the rules at your workplace—you might be able to double 
your contribution to help sanctuaries!

Federal employees who participate in the Combined Federal Campaign may elect the National 
Marine Sanctuary Foundation for contributions through payroll deduction. We are proud to be part 
of the 2009 CFC as agency #10762, making giving to NMSF easier for government employees—many 
of whom directly impact the work of national marine sanctuaries. The NMSF is also part of workplace 
giving campaigns for state employees in California, Florida, and Washington.

Bequests, Gifts of Stock, and Life Insurance. You may be able to make a larger gift than 
you may have thought possible, through a bequest in your will or trust. Simple language added  
to your estate plan can ensure your wishes are carried out. Also consider gifts of stock, or adding  
the NMSF as a beneficiary to a life insurance policy you no longer need. These and other instruments 
can help you protect national marine sanctuaries for future generations. We encourage you to  
contact your personal financial advisor or attorney to find out what helps you best meet your 
personal estate planning goals.

Corporate and Foundation Gifts. The Foundation is proud of its tradition of building bridges 
between the public and private sectors, offering our partners the opportunity to invest in the 
conservation and preservation of America’s national marine resources. We welcome inquiries from 
conservation-minded companies and foundations seeking to make a difference through a one-time 
gift or an ongoing partnership.

To learn more about corporate, foundation, or individual giving opportunities, contact the 
Foundation at (301) 608-3040, extension 3.
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“True happiness…is not attained through  

self-gratification but through fidelity  

to a worthy purpose.” 
Helen Keller



Make a Donation On-Line
www.NMSFocean.org/ways-donateConnect to >>

Our Grants Our donors
Green Chefs, Blue Ocean
Blue Ocean Institute
East Norwich, New York, $25,000 

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
Dauphin Island Sea Lab
Dauphin Island, Alabama, $25,000

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
Georgia Aquarium
Atlanta, Georgia, $25,000

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
Long Beach Aquarium  
of the Pacific
Long Beach, California, $25,000

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
New England Aquarium
Boston, Massachusetts, $25,000

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon, $25,000

Gulf of the Farallones Interpretive Exhibits  
and Signage at Fitzgerald Marine Reserve
San Mateo County  
Department of Parks
Redwood City, California, $424,080

State of the Planet’s Oceans
Screenscope, Inc.
Washington, DC, $10,000

FishWatch Evaluation
SeaWeb
Silver Spring, Maryland, $25,000

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Chicago, Illinois, $25,000

Graveyard of the Atlantic  
Museum Exhibits
State of North Carolina 
Department of Cultural Resources
Raleigh, North Carolina, $250,000

Learning Ocean Science  
Through Ocean Exploration
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg, Florida, $25,000 

Ms. Terri Hathaway
Ms. Debra Herring
Independent Bank
It’s a Honu World
JDC
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Kavanaugh
Ms. Louisa Koch
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas LaCross
Ms. Carol Linteau
Ms. Irma Marquardt
Ms. Deborah McConnell
Mr. John McVeety
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Meek
National Maritime Museum  
of the Gulf of Mexico
Mr. Robert Noffze
Northern Consulting Services, LLC
Ocean Champions
Outrigger Reef
Mr. Kenneth Patey
Mr. John Polatz
Mr. Robert Pulliam
Mr. Scott Reynolds
Dr. Timothy Runyan
Mr. James Schufreider
Ms. Pat Schultz
Seaspace
Mr. George Sharpe
Mr. Jack Sobel
Mr. Craig Sommerville
Mr. Bruce Stefany
Thunder Bay Manufacturing
Timm Construction Company
Dr. and Mrs. D. Mark Upham
Ms. Julee Velikov
Ms. Maureen Warren

Up to $250
Ms. Esther Albeidinger
Mr. David Aldberg
Allband Communications 
Cooperative
Mr. John Armor
Dr. and Mrs. Avery Aten
Mr. Danny Atkins
Avatar Marketing, Inc.
Mr. Brent Bard
Ms. Tari Barner
Mr. Joel Bauer
Mr. Roger Bauer
Ms. Nancy Beard
Ms. Carol Bernthal
Besser Museum  
for Northeast Michigan

Ms. Karena Biber
Ms. Norma Bishop
Ms. Barbara Black
Ms. Deborah Blair
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Bodem
Ms. Mary Boes
Ms. Patricia Boudreau
Mr. Carl Bourdelais
Dr. John Broadwater
Ms. Jeanne Brodeur
Ms. Ellen Brody
Ms. Tara Brown
Ms. Laurel Bryant
Ms. Judy Bujold
Ms. Kim Burkland
Ms. Julie Bursek
Ms. Karen Burton
Mr. Joseph Caito
Mr. John Carey
Mr. Bruce Carlson
Mr. Patrick Carr
Mr. Lawrence Carter
Ms. Maureen Castern
Century Financial  
Management Group
Mr. John Champagne
Chevron
Mr. R. Eric Cline
Radm. and Mrs. Jay Cohen
Ms. Mary Comar
Mr. Benjamin Cowie Haskell
Ms. Elaine Cowley
Ms. Diane Cross
Ms. Linda Currier
Mr. Tom Davidson
Ms. Jennifer Debose
Ms. Barbara Deedman
Mr. Kenneth Degraaf
Mr. James Delekta
Mr. John Diversey
Ms. Corinne Donovan
Ms. Karen Douglas
Mr. Bill Douros
Ms. Kelly Drinnen
Earth Rehab
Ms. Dawn Edlund
Mr. Wayne Elowsky
Mr. Michael Eng
Ms. Beth Fincke
Ms. Laverne Fitchett
Ms. Debra Friedman
Friends of Waikiki
Ms. Lydia Garvey
Mr. Francis Gilbert

Ms. Jessica Gillard
Mr. Art Gillespie
Dr. Steve Gittings
Ms. Deborah Goldstein
Mr. Gary Gray
Gray’s Reef National  
Marine Sanctuary
Ms. Audrey Greenleaf
Mr. Dennis Grenkowicz
Ms. Roselyn Gudes
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Haag
Mr. Roger Haas
Mr. David Hall
Ms. Mildred Ham
Mr. and Mrs. William Hart
Ms. Patricia Hay
Ms. Karin Heaton
Ms. Georgene Hildebrand
Ms. Avis Hinks
Ms. Katie Hoek
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hoke, Jr.
Mr. Richard Houchin
Mr. Dan Howard
Dr. Dennis Howley
Mr. Mark Huebschman
International Chapter PEO 
Sisterhood Chapter H
Ms. Susan Irvine
Ms. Margo Jackson
Mr. Timothy Jemal
Mr. John Jensen
Ms. Christine Johnson
Ms. Beryl Jupiter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kauffman
Ms. Pauline Kawamata
Mr. Kenneth Keeler
Mr. Brian Keller
Ms. Gail Kirkpatrick
Ms. E. Kiruham
Ms. Mary Kay Kline
Mr. Randall Kosaki
Ms. Sue Kraft
Ms. Jaclynn Krawczak
Ms. Jane Kunze
Mr. C. Patrick Labadie
Mr. John LaCross
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Laing
Ms. Debra Lambert
Ms. Ronna Larsen
Ms. Jean LaVigne
Mr. Ted Lillestolen
Ms. Carol Linteau
Ms. Danielle Lipski
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Lockhart

Mr. Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mack
Ms. Nancy Mammano
Ms. Carol Mattern
Ms. Jane McCammon
Mr. John McConnell
Ms. Mary McDonald
Ms. Naomi McIntosh
Mr. Phillip McKinney
Mr. David Meinhardt
Ms. Jeannie Menor
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Meuser
Mr. Chris Mobley
Model Printing Service
Ms. Michelle Morcone
Mr. Michael Murphy
Mr. Michael Murray 
Ms. Patricia Myers
Dr. Arthur Najera
National City Bank
Mr. and Mrs. George Nobori
Northeast Michigan  
Council of Government
Ocean Registry
Mr. John Ogilore
Mr. Paul Orlando
Mr. Tom Orth
Mr. Christopher Ostrom
Ms. Sandra Owen
Mr. Michael Padar
Ms. Tera Panknin
Ms. Joan Simpson Parks
Ms. Christine Parsil
Mr. James Patterson
Mr. James Peltier
Mr. George Perry
Mr. Peter Petallia
Ms. Cheryl Peters
Ms. Pam Pitchford
Ms. Susan Prell
Ms. Anita Pritchett
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Rankin
Ms. Ruth Anne Reid
Ms. Kathleen Reynolds
Mr. Kenneth Richman
Ms. Belinda Ringpfeil
Mrs. Carol Rose
Ms. Maria Ross
Ms. Guenaelle Rubin
Ms. Ann-Marie Ruder
Mr. Craig Ryan
Mr. Joe Samen
Santa Cruz Sea Glass
Ms. Kathleen Sawyer

Capt. David Score
Dr. George Sedberry
Mr. Edward Seigerst
Ms. Carol Shafto
Ms. Mary Sheldon
Ms. Joyce Slavsky
Ms. Kristin Smith
Mr. Michael Spears
Ms. N.L. Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. John Staub
Ms. Jennifer Stock
Mr. Robert Stova
Ms. Carol Sullivan
Mr. Michael Sullivan
Mr. Ryan Sullivan
Ms. Estelle Sumimoto
Mr. Douglas Tesdahl
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Tetzlaff
Thunder Bay Audubon  
Society Memorial Fund
Thunder Bay SCUBA
Mr. David Tilzer
Mr. Charles Treneer
Mr. and Mrs. James Vafeas
Mrs. Kathy van Slyke
Ms. Gail Vander Stoep
Mr. James Vedder
Ms. Erika Verrone
Ms. Lina Virzintas
Ms. Anne Voshel
Mr. David Waldrip
Ms. Kaye Weiland
Ms. Sara West
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wiesen
Ms. Marie Williams
Mr. Phil Williams
Mr. Richard Willis
Ms. Carol Witherbee
Mr. Paul Wong
Mr. Yumi Yasutake
Mr. William Yockey
Capt. Channing Zucker

And a special thank you to  
those who contributed through 
donation boxes at local national 
marine sanctuary sites, and 
to those who contributed at 
work through the Combined 
Federal Campaign or their state’s 
charitable campaign drive.

$100,000+
AT&T Foundation
EllMar Foundation

$10,000-$99,999
Agence de Aires Matines Protegees
American Petroleum Institute
Boston University
California Coastal  
Conservancy Association
International Fund  
for Animal Welfare
Robert S. and Grayce B. Kerr 
Foundation
Mote Marine Laboratory
National Oceanic Partnership 
Program
Ocean Conservancy
Pacific Life
Santa Barbara Channel Islands 
Swimming Association
Sea Research Foundation
State of California
U.S. Regional Fishery  
Management Councils
Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution

$5,000-$9,999
The Keith Campbell Foundation  
for the Environment
Monterey Bay Aquarium
National Ocean Industries 
Association
Noblis
Urban Outfitters/Anthropologie
U.S. Department of the Interior

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
Mr. Brian Bartosh
Ms. Karmon Bjella
ChemSoft
City and County of Honolulu
Clancy Environmental Consultants
Coastal States Organization
Consortium for Ocean Leadership
Creative Culinary Design
Dr. Sylvia Earle
Eastern National

Huron Industrial Enterprises
JHT, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Olin Joynton
Mr. Aldean Moe
Morgan Stanley
NOAA Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research
Personal Watercraft  
Industry Association
Roper Resources, Ltd.
Rudisill Charitable Foundation
Mr. Timothy Schultz
SCUBAnauts International
SeaWeb
Shell Oil Company
State of California  
Department of Fish and Game
Steelcoast Creative
Ms. Patricia Thompson
UncommonGoods LLC
Venoco, Inc.
Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council
World Wildlife Fund

$250-$999
Agia, Inc.
Alpena County Library
Alpena General Hospital
Alpena Marc
Ms. Lori Arguelles
Mr. Roger Baler
Ms. Jennifer Bender-Ferre
Mr. Charles Bennett
Bishop Museum
Mr. Billy Causey
Mr. Richard Charter
Mr. Todd Christensen
Coastal America 
Ms. June Cradick
Ms. Diane Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Davis
Ms. Cynthia Davison
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Dietz
Ms. Jennifer Drazek
Ms. Tamra Faris
Ms. Linda Glover
Mr. Craig Grube
GSE Construction

With special gratitude for their commitment to national marine 
sanctuaries and their support of the Foundation’s mission, we 
acknowledge the generosity of our individual and corporate donors 
who made contributions between July 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009.
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Independent access to more NMSF financial info at
www.guidestar.orgConnect to >>

NMSF Trustees and Staff

Trustees Emeriti
Dr. Robert D. Ballard, Institute for 
Exploration/Immersion Presents

Jean-Michel Cousteau,  
Ocean Futures Society

Dr. Sylvia Earle, Deep Ocean  
Engineering and Research

Terry Garcia,  
National Geographic Society

Hon. Ernest F. (Fritz) Hollings,  
Former U.S. Senator

Robert Lyn Nelson,  
Robert Lyn Nelson Studios

Admiral James D. Watkins, USN (Ret.), 
Joint Ocean Commission Initiative

Hon. Lowell Weicker,  
Former Governor of Connecticut

Board of Trustees
Bob Talbot, Talbot Productions (Chairman)

Tom Fry, National Ocean Industries 
Association (Secretary)

Dawn Martin, SeaWeb (Treasurer)

Dr. Kathryn Clark, Docere Consulting, Inc.

Gregory Conklin, ChemSoft

James Connaughton, Constellation Energy

Bob Hollis, Oceanic, Inc.

Andy Karsner, Manifest Energy 

Larry Kopald, TKG, Inc.

Dr. Kumar Mahadevan,  
Mote Marine Laboratory

Jeffrey Mora, Creative Culinary Design

Advisory Committee
Stephanie Curry, Pacific Life

Xavier Deshayes, Ronald Reagan  
Building and International Trade Center

Bob Holston, Dive Key West

Patricia Thompson,  
Oppenheimer & Co., Inc.

General Counsel
Ben Tesdahl, Powers Pyle  
Suttle & Verville

Ex-Officio
Daniel J. Basta,  
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

Jack Dunnigan,  
NOAA National Ocean Service

Jason M. Patlis, President & CEO

Staff
Jason M. Patlis, President & CEO

Lori Arguelles, President & CEO  
(through April 2009) 

Joy Williams, Vice President  
& Chief Development Officer

Lou Cafiero, Vice President  
of Marketing and Communications 
(through September 2009)

Letise LaFeir, PhD, Director of  
Government Relations & Education  
Programs Coordinator

Allison Alexander,  
National Development Manager

Mark DiOrio, Capital Campaign Director

Nathan Constable, Outreach and 
Communications Coordinator

Nadia Farra, Logistics Coordinator 
(through August 2009)

Sandra Nitchie, Logistics Coordinator

Credits
The NMSF gratefully acknowledges the 
following people for donating their photographs 
to this annual report and for all they do 
to support marine sanctuaries and ocean 
conservation efforts everywhere. 
© Bob Talbot: Intro pg, Letter pg, pgs 5, 17, 21 
© Stephen Frink/stephenfrinkphoto.com: 
Cover, pgs 1, 23, Remittance envelope 
John Eftiamedes: Pgs 3, 4
Jaime Windon: Pgs 3, 16, 19, 20
Tane Casserley/NOAA: Pg 11 
NOAA Office of National Marine  
Sanctuaries 2009: Pgs 13
Claire Fackler, NOAA Office of  
National Marine Sanctuaries: Pg 14  
Rocio Lozano-Knowlton: Pg 15  
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		  Temporarily  
Revenues	 Unrestricted	 Restricted	 Total
Grants & Contributions	  

Federal	 3,456,870 	 -   	 3,456,870 
Corporate	 132,906 	 33,436 	 166,342 
Foundations	 65,250 	 475,220 	 540,470 
Individuals	 103,526 	 50 	 103,576 
Other	  7,500 	 37,888 	 45,388 

Total Grants & Contributions	 3,766,052 	 546,594 	 4,312,646 

Investment Income	 (368,922)		  (368,922)

Net Assets Released from Donor Restrictions 	 274,950 	 (274,950)	‑

Total Revenues	 3,672,080 	 271,644 	 3,943,724 

Expenses
Program Services	  4,224,306 	 - 	 4,224,306 
Supporting Services

Management and General	 205,081 		  205,081 
Fundraising	 199,561 		  199,561 

Total Supporting Services	 404,642 	  - 	 404,642 

Total Expenses	 4,628,948 	 -   	 4,628,948 

Change in Net Assets	 (956,868)	 271,644 	 (685,224)

Net Assets at Beginning of Year	 6,425,075 	 111,352 	 6,536,427 

Net Assets at End of Year	 5,468,207 	 382,996 	 5,851,203 

Assets 	 Unrestricted
Current Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents	  323,792 
Investments	 5,571,281 
Accounts Receivable	  59,894 
Grants Receivable	 161,765 
Prepaid Expenses	  17,293 

Total Current Assets	 6,134,025 

Fixed Assets
Equipment	 38,489 
Software	 6,703 
Less: Accumulated Deprciation	 (31,232)

Net Fixed Assets	 13,960 

Other Assets
Deposits	 6,665 

Total Assets	 6,154,650 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable	 275,185 
Accrued Expenses	 9,262
Refundable Advance	 19,000 

Total Current Liabilities	 303,447 

Net Assets
Unrestricted

Undesignated	 (149,973)
Designated	 5,618,180 

Total Unrestricted	 5,468,207 
Temporarily Restricted	 382,996 

Total Net Assets	 5,851,203 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	  6,154,650 

Statement of Activities and Change in Net Assets
For the Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2009

financials
Statement of Financial Position
For the Twelve Months Ending June 30, 2009

Grants and Contributions > >

Federal	  3,456,870 	 80.16%
Corporate	  166,342 	 3.86%
Foundations	  540,470 	 12.53%
Individuals	  103,576 	 2.40%
Other	  45,388 	 1.05%
Total	  4,312,646	 100%

Total Expenses > >		
Program	  4,224,306 	 91.26%
Management	  205,081 	 4.43%
Fundraising	  199,561 	 4.31%
Total	  4,628,948 	 100%
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